
      
 

     
  

 
    

    
        

   
       

     
        

     

    
          

    
           

          
          

      
   

           
            

      
   

    

             
    

         
   

    
     
      

    
       

     

            
    

      
              

   

LING 570 • Seminar: Typology • SPR 2021 

I. Contact Information 
Instructor: Irene Appelbaum 
Email: irene.appelbaum@umontana.edu 
Office: Social Sciences 211 
Remote Class Meetings: T, R 11:00-12:20 (link posted on Moodle) 
Virtual Office Hours by Appt: T 2-5 ,W 9-12, R 2-5 (link posted on Moodle) 

II. Technical Support 
Technical support for Moodle and Zoom is available through UMOnline. You can reach them by phone: 
(406) 243-4999 or (866) 225-1641, by visiting their website: http://umonline.umt.edu/studentsupport, 
by email: umonline-help@umontana.edu, or via the UMOnline Technical Support link within the Moodle 
course home page. For additional help with Zoom, visit: https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us. 

III. Readings 
There is no required textbook for this course. Readings will be available through the Moodle course site. 

IV. Course Description 
In this seminar, we will look at linguists' attempts to identify, describe, and explain cross-linguistic 
diversity. After an initial discussion of some traditional topics (language universals, morphological 
typology, word-order typology), we will focus on grammatical relations typology. The typological study 
of grammatical relations has traditionally been limited in terms of the number of grammatical relations 
acknowledged (typically just subject and object), their appropriateness for cross-linguistic comparison 
(they're often considered universal), and how grammatical relations are identified (typically by case-
marking and agreement only). In this seminar, we will treat grammatical relations as construction-
specific and will consider a wider variety of types of grammatical relations and ways of encoding them. 
In the final part of the course, we will consider the status of cross-linguistic categories more generally 
and the implications for the field of linguistic typology. 

V. Learning Outcomes 

After successfully completing this course, students should have a good understanding of the history and 
current practice of linguistic typology. Specific learning outcomes include: 
• an appreciation of the range of linguistic diversity in the languages of the world 
• an appreciation of both the importance and the difficulty of cross-linguistic comparison 
• an understanding of morphological and word-order typology 
• an understanding of different types of language universals 
• an understanding of the central types of explanations offered for cross-linguistic similarities 
• the ability to identify and distinguish a variety of grammatical relations 
• the ability to identify and distinguish the variety of ways grammatical relations are encoded. 

VI. Assessment & Grading 

Participation: Active student participation is essential to the success of a seminar. You are expected to 
have read assignments carefully before class meetings (preferably multiple times), to be prepared to 
discuss the material, to listen attentively, and to actively participate in any in-class exercises. You are not 
expected to understand every point in the reading prior to discussing it in class, but it should be clear 
that you have made an earnest attempt to do so. 



     
 

 

 

 

             
     

     

      
       

         
             

  

            
        

           

     
          

          
        

        
        

            

      

      
       
         
      
         
      
       

        

            
             
             

                

  

             
       

 

         
           

 
   

 

2 Ling 570 Syllabus, page 

Test: A test will be given on Thur., Feb. 4 during our regular class time. The test will consist of brief 
problems and essays on the material covered up to that point. More information about the format and 
content of the test will be given in class and posted on Moodle. 

Leading Discussion: Each student will be responsible for leading seminar discussion on the assigned 
reading twice during the semester. Sign-up slots for presentations are available on Moodle. Guidelines 
for presentations will be posted on Moodle. Students are required to meet with the instructor at least 
two days prior leading discussion and are responsible for contacting the instructor to schedule the 
meeting. 

Mid-Term Essay: An essay of approximately 1,500 words is due on Tue., Feb. 25 at midnight. The topic 
of your paper is to be chosen from among those supplied by the instructor. Topics will be given out on 
Tuesday, Feb. 11. Additional guidelines for the essay will be given in class and posted on Moodle. 

Final Project: Your Final Project will consist of an Abstract, a Presentation, and a Final Paper. Topics for 
the final project are to be chosen by you, in consultation with the professor. The Abstract should be 
approximately 250 words and is due by Thur., March 18 at midnight. Presentations will take place on 
the last three class meetings of the semester (April 15, 20, and 22). Each presentation is expected to be 
approximately 20 minutes, followed by a 15-minute question period. The Final Paper should be 
approximately 3,500 words and is due on Mon., April 26 at midnight. Additional guidelines for the 
Abstract, Presentation, and Final Paper will be given in class and posted on Moodle. 

Your final grade in this course will be based on the following calculation: 

Participation 20 % 
Test 10 % 
Leading Discussion (8% x 2 ea.) 16 % 
Mid-Term Essay 18 % 
Abstract 04 % 
Presentation 08 % 
Final Paper 24 % 

The grading scale used for final course grades will be the following: 

93.00-100.00 % A 80.00-82.99 % B- 67.00-69.99 % D+ 
90.00-92.99 % A- 77.00-79.99 % C+ 63.00-66.99 % D 
87.00-89.99 % B+ 73.00-76.99 % C 60.00-62.99 % D-
83.00-86.99 % B 70.00-72.99 % C- 0.00-59.99 % F 

VII. Course Policies 

COVID-19: All students are strongly encouraged to remain vigilant in mitigating the spread of COVID-19. 
Stay home if you feel sick and/or if exhibiting COVID-19 symptoms. Stay up-to-date on COVID-19 
Information from the University: https://www.umt.edu/coronavirus; 
https://www.umt.edu/coronavirus/fall2020.php. 

Student Conduct Code: You are expected to adhere to the University of Montana Student Conduct 
Code. Academic Honesty: All students must practice academic honesty. Academic misconduct is subject 
to an academic penalty by the course instructor and/or a disciplinary sanction by the University. (See the 
Plagiarism Warning in the Catalog.) 

https://www.umt.edu/coronavirus/fall2020.php
https://www.umt.edu/coronavirus
https://C-0.00-59.99
https://70.00-72.99
https://83.00-86.99
https://60.00-62.99
https://73.00-76.99
https://87.00-89.99
https://63.00-66.99
https://A-77.00-79.99
https://90.00-92.99
https://B-67.00-69.99
https://80.00-82.99
https://93.00-100.00
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Course Accommodations: The University of Montana assures equal access to instruction through 
collaboration between students with disabilities, instructors, and Disability Services for Students. If you 
have a disability that adversely affects your academic performance, and you have not already registered 
with Disability Services, please contact Disability Services in Lommasson Center 154 or 406-243-2243. I 
will work with you and Disability Services to provide an appropriate modification. For more information, 
visit the Disability Services website. Please schedule a meeting with the instructor at the beginning of 
the semester to discuss accommodations. 

Withdrawing from the Course: From the Registrar: Through the 15th instructional day, all classes are 
dropped in CyberBear. From the 16th through the 45th instructional day, all classes must be dropped 
using Drop forms (instructor signature required, advisor signature required for undergraduates), $10 fee 
applies. From the 46th to the last instructional day prior to finals week, classes must be dropped using 
the Drop form (instructor and Dean signatures required, advisor signature required for 
undergraduates). $10 fee applies. 

Moodle: This course has an online Moodle component. The Moodle website will be used to post course 
materials and to make announcements. It is your responsibility to check Moodle for course 
announcements and schedule changes. Technical support is available online through UMOnline 
Technical Support, or by calling (406) 243- 4999. 

Email: In accordance with University policy, I will use only the email address provided for you on the 
Moodle website for class emails. I will only respond to emails sent to me from your University email 
address. I will not communicate grade information via email. It is your responsibility to keep informed 
about information contained in email sent to your University email account. 

VIII. Course Outline 

(Subject to change; check Moodle course website for most up-to-date information) 

I. PRELIMINARY TOPICS 

T 1-12 
INTRODUCTION 
Croft (2003): Introduction 

R 1-14 
LANGUAGE UNIVERSALS 
Whaley (1997): Issues of Method and Explanation 

T 1-19 
MORPHOLOGICAL TYPOLOGY 
Lieber (2016): Typology 

R 1-21 

T 1-26 

WORD-ORDER TYPOLOGY 
Greenberg (1963): Some universals of grammar with particular reference to the order of meaningful 
elements; Dryer (1997): On the six-way word order typology 
Baker (2001): The Natures of Nonconfigurationality 

R 1-28 
SEMANTIC ROLES AND GRAMMATICAL RELATIONS 
Comrie (1989): Theoretical Prerequisites 

II. GRAMMATICAL RELATIONS TYPOLOGY 

T 2-02 
R 2-04 
T 2-09 

ALIGNMENT 
Dixon (1994): Intra-clausal or morphological ergativity 
TEST 
Mithun (1991): Active/agentive case marking and its motivations 
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II. GRAMMATICAL RELATIONS TYPOLOGY - CONT'D. 

R 2-11 
T 2-16 

ANIMACY AND REFERENTIAL HIERARCHIES 
Vihman & Nelson (2019): Effects of Animacy in Grammar and Cognition: Introduction to Special Issue 
Gildea & Zúñiga (2016): Referential hierarchies: A new look at some historical and typological patterns 

R 2-18 
T 2-23 

OBVIATION 
Dahlstrom (1991): Obviation 
Bliss (2017): Dependencies in syntax and discourse: Obviation in Blackfoot and beyond 

R 2-25 
T 3-02 

TRANSITIVITY 
Hopper & Thompson (1980): Transitivity in Grammar & Discourse 
Kittilä (2011): Transitivity Typology 

T 3-09 
R 3-11 
R 3-18 
T 3-23 

VALENCY-REDUCING CONSTRUCTIONS 
Keenan & Dryer (1985): Passive in the World's Languages 

Mithun (2008): Does Passivization Require a Subject Category? 
Zúñiga & Kittilä (2019): The Antipassive Domain 
Mithun (1986): On the Nature of Noun Incorporation 

R 3-25 
T 3-30 

VALENCY-INCREASING CONSTRUCTIONS 
Dixon (2000): A typology of causatives: form, syntax and meaning 
Kittilä & Zúñiga (2014): Introduction: Benefaction and malefaction from a cross-linguistic perspective 

R 4-01 

VALENCY-REARRANGING CONSTRUCTIONS 
Zúñiga (2014): Inversion, Obviation, & Animacy in Native Languages of the Americas: Elements for a 
Cross-linguistic Survey 

T 4-06 
COMPLEX CLAUSES 
Payne (1997): Clause Combinations 

III. THE STATUS OF CROSS-LINGUISTIC CATEGORIES 

R 4-08 
T 4-13 

Mithun & Chafe (1999): What are SAO? 
Haspelmath (2018): How comparative concepts and descriptive linguistic categories are different 

IV. PRESENTATIONS 
R 4-15 
T 4-20 
R 4-22 

Presentations 
Presentations 
Presentations 

IX. References 
Baker, M. (2001). The Natures of Nonconfigurationality. In Baltin, M. & Collins, C., eds., The Handbook of 
Contemporary Syntactic Theory. Wiley-Blackwell, pp. 407–438. 
Bliss, H. (2017). Dependencies in syntax and discourse: Obviation in Blackfoot and beyond. Working Papers of 
the Linguistics Circle of the University of Victoria 27: 1: 1-26. 
Comrie, B. (1989). Theoretical Prerequisites. Chapter 3 of Language Universals & Linguistic Typology, 2nd 
edition. University of Chicago Press, pp. 57-85. 
Dahlstrom, A. (1991). Obviation. Chapter 4 of Plains Cree Morphosyntax. New York: Garland Press. pp. 91-
119. 
Dixon, R. (2000). A typology of causatives: form, syntax and meaning. In Dixon, R. & Aikhenvald, A., eds., 
Changing valency: Case studies in transitivity. Cambridge University Press, pp. 30-83. 
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pp. 39-69. 
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elements. In Greenberg, J., eds., Universals of language, 2nd edition. MIT Press, pp. 73-113. 
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Keenan, E. & Dryer, M. (1985). Passive in the World's Languages. In Shopen, T., ed., Language Typology and 
Syntactic Description. Volume 1 Clause structure. Cambridge University Press, pp. 325-361. 

Kittilä, S. (2011). Transitivity Typology. In Song, J., eds., The Oxford Handbook of Linguistic Typology. Oxford 
University Press, pp. 346-367. 
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Zúñiga, F. & Kittilä, S., eds., Benefactives and Malefactives. Typological perspectives and case studies, pp. 1-
26. 
Lieber, R. (2016). Typology. Chapter 7 of Introducing Morphology, 2nd Ed. Cambridge University Press, pp. 
133-156. 
Mithun, M. (2008). Does Passivization Require a Subject Category? In Corbett, G. & Noonan, M., eds., Case 
and Grammatical Relations. John Benjamins Publishing, pp. 213-240. 

______. (1991): Active/agentive case marking and its motivations. Language 67: 510-546. 

______. (1986). On the Nature of Noun Incorporation. Language 62: 1: 32-37. 

Mithun M. & Chafe, W. (1999). What are SAO? Studies in Language 23: 3: 569-596. 
Payne, T. (1997). Clause Combinations. Chapter 11 of Describing morphosyntax. Cambridge University Press, 
pp. 306-341. 
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Whaley, L. (1997). Issues of Method and Explanation. Chapter 3 of Introduction to Typology: The Unity and 
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